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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 35 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim 
currently consists of more than one sentence. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1,2, 20, 21, 23-25, 26-28, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,655,714 to Kieffer et al. 

Regarding claim 1, Kieffer discloses a liquid spraying apparatus having a spray 
gun (102), a reservoir (120), a connector (133) that connects the reservoir to the spray 
gun to permit liquid to be withdrawn from the reservoir, the connector being releasable 
for detaching the reservoir from the spray gun, and a security clip (135,141) for 
restricting the connector. See Figure 1 and column 3 lines 47 to 65. 
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Regarding claim 2, the connector comprises mateable formations on the 
reservoir and spray gun that are engageable to secure the reservoir to the gun in an 
outlet of the reservoir in communication with an inlet of the gun, and the security clip is 
operable to maintain engagement of the mateable formations. 

Regarding claim 20, the reservoir is reusable. 

Regarding claim 21 , the reservoir comprises a rigid pot. 

Regarding claims 23-25 the spraying apparatus of Kieffer is inherently capable of 
being gravity, suction or pressure fed. 

Regarding claim 26, Kieffer discloses a inlet adaptor (133) for connecting a 
reservoir (120) to a spray gun (102), the adaptor having a connector part engageable 
with a connector part on the reservoir and a retainer part (135,141) for marinating 
engagement of the connector parts. See Figure 1 . 

Regarding claim 27, the inlet adaptor includes a tubular body (see Figure 2) 
having a first end for connection to the spray gun (not labeled, see Figure 2) and a 
second end (130) for connection to the reservoir with an internal through bore extending 
between the first end and the second end for transferring liquid from the reservoir to the 
spray gun. 

Regarding claim 28, the first end has a screw threading portion for connecting 
the adaptor to an inlet on the gun and second end has a socket for connecting the 
adaptor to an outlet of the reservoir. See Figures 1 and 2. 

Regarding claim 38, Kieffer discloses a system for securing a reservoir to a spray 
gun comprising providing connector parts on the gun and reservoir having a mateable 
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formations for releasably connecting the reservoir to the gun with an outlet on the 
reservoir in fluid communication with an inlet on the gun, and a retainer part operable to 
maintain engagement of the connector parts. See Figures 1 and 2. 
4. Claims 26-30 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,820,824 to Joseph et al. 

Regarding claim 26, Joseph discloses an inlet adaptor (21 ) for connecting a 
reservoir (12) to a spray gun (1), the adaptor having a connector part engageable with a 
connector part on the reservoir and a retainer part (18) for maintaining engagement of 
the connector parts. See Figure 4. 

Regarding claim 27, the inlet adaptor includes a tubular body (see Figure 4) 
having a first end for connection to the spray gun (3) and a second end (22) for 
connection to the reservoir with an internal through bore extending between the first end 
and the second end for transferring liquid from the reservoir to the spray gun. 

Regarding claim 28, the first end has a screw threading portion (23) for 
connecting the adaptor to an inlet on the gun and second end has a socket for 
connecting the adaptor to an outlet of the reservoir. See Figure 4. 

Regarding claims 29 and 30, while the details of connection are not shown, a 
bayonet fitting as described in column 5 lines 35 to 41 is known to operate as claimed. 

Regarding claim 38, Joseph discloses a system for securing a reservoir (12) to a 
spray gun (1) comprising providing connector parts (22-23) on the gun and reservoir 
having a mateable formations for releasably connecting the reservoir to the gun with an 
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outlet on the reservoir in fluid communication with an inlet on the gun, and a retainer 
part (18) operable to maintain engagement of the connector parts. See Figure 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

7. Claims 1-8, 1.1, 13-15, 18-25, 31, 36, 39, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,820,824 to Joseph et al. as 
applied to claims 26-30 above, and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 5,655,714 to 
Kieffer et al. 

Regarding claim 1, Joseph discloses a liquid spraying apparatus having a spray 
gun (1 ), a reservoir (12), a connector (21 ) that connects the reservoir to the spray gun to 
permit liquid to be withdrawn from the reservoir, the connector being releasable for 
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detaching the reservoir from the spray gun. See Figures 3, 4, and 6. Joseph does not 
disclose the a security clip for restricting release of the connector. Kieffer discloses a 
security clip (135,141) for restricting the connector. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Joseph with 
the security clip of Kieffer to safely secure the spray gun connection. 

Regarding claim 2, the modified apparatus of Joseph has a connector comprising 
mateable formations (18, 22) on the reservoir and spray gun that are engageable to 
secure the reservoir to the gun with an outlet of the reservoir in communication with the 
inlet of the gun, and the security clip (as modified by Kieffer) is operable to maintain 
engagement of the mateable formations. 

Regarding claim 3, the mateable formations are engageable by a push/twist 
action to secure the reservoir to the spray gun and the reservoir can be released by a 
reverse action to disengage the mateable formations. See column 5 lines 35 to 41 . 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, the reservoir is provided with a pair of hook members 
(18) co-operable with a flange on the spray gun to secure the reservoir to the spray gun. 
While the details of connection are not shown, a bayonet fitting as described in column 
5 lines 35 to 41 is known to operate as claimed. 

Regarding claim 6, the spraying apparatus of Joseph modified with the security 
clip of Kieffer comprises a retainer part movable between an inoperative position in 
which the reservoir can be connected to and disconnected from the spray gun and an 
operative position in which disconnection of the reservoir is restricted. 
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Regarding claim 7 and 36, the spraying apparatus of Joseph modified with the 
security clip of Kieffer would be releasably held in the operative position. See Figure 1 
of Kieffer. 

Regarding claim 8, the spraying apparatus of Joseph modified with the security 
clip of Kieffer would be held in position by interchangeable formations. See Figure 1 of 
Kieffer. 

Regarding claim 1 1, the spraying apparatus of Joseph modified with the security 
clip of Kieffer would have a retainer part that restricts relative rotation of the reservoir 
and spray gun in the operative position as to maintain engagement of the mateable 
formations securing the reservoir to the spray gun. 

Regarding claims 13 and 31 , the spraying apparatus of Joseph modified with the 
security clip of Kieffer would have a flange provided by an inlet adapter secured to the 
spray gun and the retainer part located on the adaptor for movement between the 
operative position and the inoperative position. 

Regarding claim 14, the spraying apparatus of Joseph modified with the security 
clip of Kieffer has an adaptor comprising a tubular body having a first end connectable 
to the spray gun inlet and a second end connectable to the reservoir outlet with an 
internal through bore extending between both ends. See Figure 4 of Joseph. 

Regarding claim 15, the spraying apparatus of Joseph modified with the security 
clip of Kieffer has the flange provided at the second end of the adaptor and the retainer 
part comprises a ring-shaped clip (See Figure 1 of Kieffer) slideably mounted on the 
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body between the flange on the first end for axial movement towards and away from the 
flange. 

Regarding claim 18, the first end of the adaptor has a screw threaded portion for 
engagement with a complimentary screw threaded portion on the spray gun to connect 
the adaptor to the gun inlet. See Figure 4 of Joseph. 

Regarding claim 19, the second end has a socket to receive the tube on the 
reservoir to connect the adaptor to the reservoir outlet. See Figure 4 of Joseph. 

Regarding claim 20, the reservoir is reusable. 

Regarding claim 21, the reservoir comprises a rigid pot. 

Regarding claim 22, the reservoir comprises an outer container, an inner liner 
received within the outer container, a lid closing the liner and secured by a collar 
connected to the outer container, the arrangement being such that the lid/liner assembly 
can be removed and discarded after use with the outer container and collar being 
reusable. See column 6 line 34 to column 7 line 33 of Joseph. 

Regarding claims 23-25 the spraying apparatus is inherently capable of being 
gravity, suction or pressure fed. 

Regarding claim 39, Joseph discloses mateable formations are engagable with a 
push/twist action, but does not disclose a retainer part that is operable to block the 
reverse action to prevent release of the formations. Kieffer discloses a retainer that 
would secure the attachment. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the spraying apparatus of Joseph 
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with the retaining member of Kieffer in order to safely secure the reservoir to the spray 
gun. 

Regarding claim 40, the modified spraying apparatus of Joseph would have the 
retaining part restrict relative rotation of the formations to a position in which the 
formations can be disengaged to disconnect the reservoir from the gun. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 9,10,12, 16, 17, 33-35, and 37 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 5,826,795 to Holland et al. discloses a spray 
assembly having two bayonet connectors attached to the spray gun and reservoir. U.S. 
Patent No. 6,092,740 to Liu discloses a paint spray gun having a reservoir and a screw 
thread connection. U.S. Patent No. 3,401 ,842 to Morrison discloses a spray gun 
having a reservoir and a security clip. U.S. Patent No. 5,1 19,993 discloses a solid 
particulate spreader having a reservoir with a bayonet type connection. U.S. Patent No. 
4,151 ,929 to Sapien discloses a paint spray gun having a reservoir and a security clip. 
U.S. Patent No. 3,432,104 to Kaltenbach discloses a spray gun assembly having a 
reservoir and a security clip. U.S. Patent No. 3,21 1,324 to Sapien dislcoses a paint 
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spray assembly having a reservoir and a security clip. U.S. Patent No. 5,143,294 to 
Lintvedt discloses a spray gun assembly having a reservoir and a lining bag. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seth Barney whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4896. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm (Mon-Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Scherbel can be reached on (571 )272-491 9. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Seth Barney 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3752 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3700 



